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The Close of the Hague Conference. 

The second Intergovernmental Peace Conference 
closed its work at The Hague on the 18th of Oc- 
tober, after having been in session four months and 
three days. It was participated in by delegates 
from forty-four states ; two of the forty-six invited, 
namely, Costa Rica and Honduras, having sent no 
representatives. Of the two hundred and forty-four 
delegates (including the secretaries and other at- 
taches), forty-two were Ambassadors and Ministers, 
and some fifteen of them were members of the 
existing Hague Court. Several of the most dis- 
tinguished delegates had been members of the first 
Hague Conference, among them Frederick de Mar- 
tens of Russia, Auguste Beernaert of Belgium, 
Leon Bourgeois, Baron d'Estournelles de Constant 
and Prof. Louis Renault of France, Dr. Zorn of 
Germany and Dr. W. H. de Beaufort of The 
Netherlands. 

The unique character of the Conference as the 
first general world assembly, whose deliberations 
have laid the foundations of a permanent congress 
of the nations, has been so frequently referred to in 
these columns that no further mention need here be 
made of it. 

Though the pessimistic feeling as to the results of 
the Conference still continues to find large expression 



in a considerable section of the press, we are glad to 
see that the opinion is rapidly gaining ground that 
the results on the whole are about all that could 
have been reasonably expected under the circum- 
stances. What these results are we pointed out 
with considerable fullness in our October issue, and 
to this we must refer our readers, if they wish again 
to refresh their minds on the subject. Time has 
increased our conviction that what was there said is 
in no sense an exaggerated but rather an under 
estimate of what the beneficial results of the 
Conference are and are to be. 

Thirteen conventions were agreed upon and will 
be submitted to the governments for their approval. 
The right to sign these conventions will be open 
until June 30, 1908. The full text of the conven- 
tions has not yet been made public, so far as we 
have seen. The conventions deal with: (1) the 
peaceful regulation of international conflicts ; (2) 
the establishment of an international prize court; 
(3) the rights and duties of neutrals on land ; (4) 
the rights and duties of neutrals at sea ; (5) the 
laying of submarine mines ; (6) the bombardment 
of unfortified sea-coast towns ; (7) the collection of 
contractual debts; (8) the transformation of mer- 
chantmen into warships ; (9) the treatment of cap- 
tured crews ; (10) the inviolability of fishing boats ; 
(13) the inviolability of the postal service ; (12) the 
application of the Red Cross to sea warfare ; (13) 
the laws and customs of war on land. 

Of these conventions, four — the first,seventh, tenth 
and eleventh — may be classed as distinctively peace 
conventions, as they either provide for the pacific 
adjustment of disputes or extend the domain of 
inviolable peaceful activity. The third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth provide for the extension of the rights of 
neutrals and non-combatants as against the preten- 
sions of belligerents, and will hence do much toward 
the maintenance of peace. The second convention 
is a distinct advance in the application of the princi- 
ple that no nation has the right to be judge in its own 
case. The others provide for the extension of mercy 
and reason, in case of hostilities, more widely than 
heretofore. None of these conventions deserve to be 
treated as if they were nothing, or worse than nothing. 

But the chief accomplishments of the Conference, 
as we said last month, were outside of what has 
been embodied in these formal conventions. The 
more we think upon it, the more we are impressed 
with the belief that the meeting itself, with its long- 



